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TO 
The Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 


REVEREND SIR, 


HE Author of the Allwine ftriqures, Beer your. 
| candor will fardon his addreſſing ng you in this public 
manner. M ho he is, or what he is, ſignifies ve: Y little ; 
only he begs leave to intimate that, he hopes, he is a fat- 
lower of that Saviour who gave HIMSELF A RANSOM | 
FOR ALI, He was convinced, when young in years, 
in a 3 meaſure, by reading Allen's Alarm; and 
the Calvinifts being the only profe ing people near him, 
he ſoon got acquainted with them, and was, fer fare 
time, in their connexion : Bring young in years, experi- 
ence, and Fnowledoe, he ſaw 5 with their eyes, and beard 
with their ears; yet net without many ſcruples concen- 
ing the truth of ſeveral of their tenets. Sometimes he 
propoſed his doubts, yet ſeldom had nach ſatisfaction ; 
But rather was a little brow-beat for being muddy-head- 
cel. Ile often pauſed, and pondered, and read, and 
ruled his head, and wondered what be ailzd. Coles 
on God's Sovereignty was put into his hands to clear 
his dull head, and make him quite orthodox; but ſtill he 
could nat ſee how God could be juſt in condemning men 
for exactly doing what he had decreed them to do. After 
many confitets, your little piece, intitled, Predeſtination 
_ Calmly Conſidered, fell into his hands; he read it over 
with that attention which both the doctrine and perform- 
ance deſerve, and never had a doubt, from that hp tons 
this, that God is loving to every man. 


mu will, dear Sir, excuſe the liberty which he has © 
- aalen in recommending that little uſeful prece, as well as 
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„„ Reverend SIR, ðᷣ - 


1 | 


( Iv 5 5 ? 
fome others, which are publiſbed in your catalogue. But, 
perhaps, you will ſay, “ Who hath required this per- 
& formance at your hands? Are there not already better 
«© books wrote upon the ſubjeft than yburs? He 
anſwers, yes ; there are books much better wrote ; they 
are really write too well for the generality of readers. 
He wanted to adopt ſomething to the genius and pockets of 
people. The generality of ſuch as profeſs religion are 
poor, and have little time, little capacity, little money, 
F they read and undenſtand this, perhaps they may be 


capable of reliſbing ſomething better, However, the 
Toriter throws in his mite, and hopes it will be acceptable. 


In the mean tim? may you, who have much to caſt into 
the divine treaſury, go on and abound until you finiſh yonr 


coprſe with jey. I am, 


» 


' Your obedient and humble Servant, 


> > The Arne 


December 5, 1779. 
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Solemn Caution, & Gs: 


T THEN the forerunner of our Bleſſed Lord 
g came preaching his diſpenſation among 
8 men, it is ſaid, The ſame came for @ 


d witneſs, to bear witneſs of the light, THAT ALL MEN 
through him might believe. He was not the light, but 


 _ woas ſent to bear witneſs of the light. That was the true 


light which lighteneth every man wh:<'cometh into the 
world. It is further added, ½is is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the 2007 ld, but men love darkneſs. 
rather than hght. 
One wood think ſuch expreſs. teſtimonies were 
ſufficient to convince any man who attentively con- - 
ſiders what is here ſpoken, and who ſpake theſe 
words, that Chrift taſted death for every man, and 
that he would have all men to be ſaved and come to 

the knowledge of the truth, Yet it is well known, 

men have found the art of torturing theſe, and man 

other ſcriptures, to death, ſo as to leave neither life 


nor meaning in them. For many years I did not 


| fee the bad tendency which unconditional predeſti- 


nation has; for though I was convinced, that it 


was not a ſcriptural doctrine, yet knowing ſome who 
held it to be gracious fouls, I was ready to conclude 
that all, or the greater part, were thus happily in- 
| conſiſtent, and 70 contrary to the genius and ten- 


-. dency of. their doctrine, were perfecting holineſs in 
the fear of the Lord. But later years have convinc-- 
ed me to the contrary ; and though many are either 

8 afraid or aſhamed to hold it forth in its full extent, 
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_ © fuing ten blaſphemous abſurdities. 


and have kept its chief features out of ſight; yet it is 


” ill like that ſecond beaſt which is mentioned in Re- 


velations; its horns are like a lamb; but attend 
cloſely to it, and it ſpeaks like the true dragon, and 
with its ten horns is puſhing at the Saints of the Mof? 
High; and I fear has caſt down many, and is ſtil! 
puſhing every way, to the great danger of many 
more. Many who were ſimply going on their way, 


_ rejoicing in a crucified Saviour, denying themſelves, 
and taking up their croſs, no ſooner has this beaſt 
__ obſtructed their way, but they have unwarily been 


{ſeduced from the path of life. Having now their 
eyes opened, they are become wiſe in their own con- 
ceits, and are no longer the fame ſimple patient fol- 
lowers of the Lamb; but ſoon become poſitive, ſelf- 
canceited, and gradually fall back into the world 
again. ERC RD, 

It is true, many excellent checks have been given 
to this growing plague ; ſeveral of which are men- 
tioned in the ſubſequent part of this little perform- 
ance ; yet they are really too well wrote, and too 
large, for the generality of readers: Such arguments 
as Mr. Toflady and Mr. Hill have made uſe of, that 


is, being pretty liberal in calling foul names, are far 


more taking, than rational, ſcriptural reaſoning. I 
could not prevail upon myſelf to ſtoop ſo low ; truth 


does not require it; yet a few plain ſtrictures, juſt 


giving a conciſe view of ſome of the principal features 
of this beaft, is what is pretended to here. I think 


1 ſhall avoid all railing accuſations, all perſonal a- 


| buſes; there being ſomething ſo low and mean in 
ſcurrility, that it can never help the cauſe of pure and 
undefiled religion. The following poſitions, con- 
cerning abſolute predeſtination, I hope to make ap- 
pear. „ | 5 
F The ſum of Calviniſm is contained in that article 

in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, viz. + That God, 
from all eternity, hath ordained whatſoever comes to 
paſs in time.” From hence naturally follow the en- 


1.4; 


I. If it is ſo, that, «© God has, from all eternity, 


ordained whatſoever comes to paſs in time; then it is 


certain nothing can come to paſs but what he hath 
ordained, or appointed; but we are ſenſible the 
moſt ſhocking things have come to paſs : Such is the 
rebellion and fall of the Angels, who kept not their 
ſtations, but are become the enemies of God and 
man, and ſeeking to do all the miſchief they can in 
the world; but if God has, by an expreſs decree, 
ordained whatſoever ſhall come to paſs, he has or- 
dained that theſe Angels ſhould fin, and fall, and be- 
come devils ; they could not help it; and all the 
miſchief they do in the world, is but fulfilling the 
divine decree. Likewiſe it was ordained, that they 
| ſhould ſeduce man, and that he ſhould fall, and pro- 


pagate a race of ſinful creatures like himſelf, and 
that all the ſhocking conſequences ſhould follow. 
That Cain ſhould murder his brother; that the old 
Vorld ſhould be immerſed in fin and ſenſuality, and 


then be drowned ; and though Noah was a preacher _ 
of righteouſneſs an hundred and twenty years, that 


none ſhould believe and be ſaved. Likewiſe the So- 5 


domites arriving to ſuch an enormous pitch of wick- 
edneſs, was ordained ; and that they ſhould burn in 
luſt, working that which was unſeemly, and periſh 
by fire. Alſo that the Iſraelites ſhould murmur, 
tempt God, commit fornication in the wilderneſs, 
and their carcaſes ſhould then fall, In like manner, 
after they were ſettled in the Promiſed Land, that 
they ſhould fall in with the var.ous abominations, 
| ſuch as burning their children to Moloch, uſe en- 
chantments, witchcrafts, and every other abomina- 
tion which we find them charged with. Then was 
it not ordained that all the cruelty exerciſed by Pa- 
gans, or Papiſts, or Mahometans; the maſfacres 
_ treacheries, plundering, burning of towns and cities, 
_ daſhing poor infants to pieces, or ſtarving them to 
death, ripping up their mothers, together with all 
the rapes, murders, and facrileges which have ever 
come, or. ſhall came to paſs. I fay, this doctrine 
EP * 8 | charges 


1 . ; 
1 hege the bleſſed, the mereiful God, with i all, by 
| ordaining, from all eternity, whatſoever ſhall come 
to paſs in time. Here is no. over-ſtraining, no 
forcing things, it is the unavoidable conſequence, . 
[ as much as a man eharging, pointing, and firing a 
cCannon at any one or number of men is the cauſe of 
I! their death. The powder, cannon, and ball only # 
do what the men appoint them to do. Reader, is 
not this ſhocking ? does not thy blood chill at read- 
ing all this blaſphemy ? I am ſure mine does as writ- | 
ing. I know great care is taken to hide their mon- 
ſtrous viſage; but as it is there, I am determined ton 
_ drag it out to light. 1 
II. This doctrine makes the Day of Judgment 3 
paſt. A herely which very early found its way into 
1 the Church of God, and thereby overthrew the faith 
| _ of ſome. If God from all eternity ordained whatſo- 
| ever ſhall come to paſs in time, then he ordained 
who ſhould, and who ſhould not, be damned, 5 
i Now if there be any thing in 'the Day of Judg- 
ment analogous to what is Tranſated in courts of 
Jjiuſtice here, then cauſes are to be tried by the law 
or word, and ſuch as have voluntarily committed 
crimes are to be puniſhed accordingly, and every 
cauſe is to have a fair hearing. Rev. xx. 12. But, 
according to the ſcheme of abſolute predeſtination, 
all is ſettled and fixed already; that there is no judg- 
ing of every man according to his works, but ac- 
cording to what is before ordained concerning him; 
5 that the Day of Judgment is a ſolemn farce, or 
rather we may call it the Day of Executions, ſeeing 
it is only to execute what was long ago determined, _ 5 
What a ridiculous idea does this give us of the pro- {| 
ceedings of that great and awful day? Should the | 
King ſummons a number of cannons to take their 
trial in Weſtminſter-Hall for blowing down ſome 
city, which cannon had been fired by his ſecret or- 
ders, would not every one who knew the affair both. 
- deſpiſe, and in their judgment condemn, ſuch a 
foolery. ? But how does Judging men for doing that 


which 


4 
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_ E © 
which he has before determined they ſhould do, re- 
fle& upon the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Almighty ? 
It is ſaid of Nero, that he ſecretly ordered Rome to 
be ſet on fire, and then laid the blame upon the 


Chriſtians, and ordered them to be perſecuted for 
the ſame; but is it not horrid beyond conception to 
repreſent the God of wiſdom, mercy, and goodneſs, 
even worſe and more ridiculous than Nero? Such 
is the conſequence of Predeſtination. 


[IT. It contradicts the plain word of God. To 
quote all the texts of Scripture, which it contradicts, 


would quite ſwell this little performance too large; a 


few, however, thall be ſelected. Pſal. exlv. 9. The 


Lord is loving to every man, and his tenden mercies over 


all his works. As I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have 
no pleaſure in the death of the wicked ; but that the 


wicked turn from his ways and live Turn ye, turn,ye, 
Fm pour evil ways, for why will ye die, C houſe of 
ae, EZcK. Win. 11. Ss 


Theſe two teſtimonies from the Old Teſtament, 
cut off all the abſolute predeſtinations at a ſtroke. 


BEE |; God is gocd to all; or if he is loving to every | 
man, how can this conſiſt with his 5 


Conſigning their unborn fouls to hell, 
Or damning them from their mother's womb.” 


If his tender mercies are over all his works, how can 


this conſiſt with fore-ordaining that the greateſt part 
of mankind ſhould fin and be damned for ever ? 
Now, what loving tender heart can take any fatis- 
faction in any ſuch broad blaſphemies? _ 
Again, if God takes no pleaſure in the death of a 


inner, certainly he affords him proper means of-liv- 


ing; but that he takes no pleaſure in the death of 
iuch, we have not only his word, but his oath for 


it; and as he could ſwear by no greater, he has 


ſworn by himſelf, As 7 live, ſaith the Lord God, 1 


baue no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, &c. Now, 


muſt he not have a large ſtock of impudence who 
can give the God of Truth here the lie? What kind 


of braſs muſt his brow be caſed with ? For me to 
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ſolemn manner cry, As I live, I have no pleaſure jj ' 
your death; yea, paſſionately cry out, Why willy 

die? turn ye, turn ye. Now I fay, where would | 
be my ſincerity all the time? When I have puſhe . 


_ ery has been, Oh, that is your carnal, human rea 


II have gathered thy children together, as a hen ber lo 


(10-2 oy 


fee a poor creature hanging over a dreadful fiery fur 
nace, and has it in my power to help him with A” 
word, and will not help him, nay, order him ſecret | 
ly to be puſhed in, and yet ſtand, and in the mo} x 


the contenders for reprobation in this manner, th, 


ſon! Indeed I think the other is deviliſh inhuma//t | 
Teaſon. „„ | Eb | | 
I ſhall now ſelect a few witneſſes from the Net i 
Teſtament, Hear the lip of truth expoſtulating wit 


the unhappy Feruſalem, a little before it ſufferec' i 
O, Feruſalem, Feruſalem, which kill;ſt the prophet. * 


and /toneft them that are ſent unto thee, how often wwou!.. 


and ye would not, Luke xiii. 34. Of a truth I per 
cerve, that God is no reſpectar of perſons; but in eve 
nation, he that fears him, and worketh righteouſneſs i + 
accepted with him, Acts x. 34, 35. For God hat. 
concluded them all in unbelief, that he mioht have merc; 


EFF > 
PPP ner 


upon all, Rom. xi. 32. Ho will have all men to be 
ſaved, and come to the knowledre of the truth, Tim. ii. 


4. Who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teſtified in 


due time, Tim. ii. 6. For the grace of God, which 


 bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men, Tit. ii. 


11. He, by the grace of God, ſhould taſte death for 


every man, feb, ii. 9g SY rn 
I ſhall multiply no more quotations, theſe are fuf- 


ficient, Only I would aſk, Is there any meaning in 
language? Or are words intended to convey any fix!t 
and determined meaning? If that is the caſe, then 


abſojute predeſtination manifeſtly contradicts the 
plain teſtimony of Scripture, and therefore muſt 


ſpring from the father of lies, and, as ſuch, is to be 


. 


IV. It has a tendency to render all means uſeleſs. 
I know it is aſſerted, that he who has ordained the 
| 3 e 9 


1 | C. It ) 


end, has appointed the means thereunto ; and this : 
obſervation, underſtcod rightly, is a great truth, 
But has God fo ordained that there is no liberty left 
for free agency? Has he appointed that one muſt be 
27 a preacher, and another a curſer and ſwearer ? That. 
Ie None maſt give his goods to feed the poor, and ano- 
ill y ther muſt ſteal and plunder, and fo live upon ſpoil 
hed and rapine ? Or has the Lord given a power to every 
2 man either to chuſe or refuſe? This is what the 

4 Bible maintains, or otherwiſe the many exhorta- 
tions, reproofs, expoſtulations, and threatenings are 
ma in vain. Now we are exhorted to pray: To pray, 
for what? Such things as we are ſenſible we ſtand 
in neech of; yea, and it is ſaid ye have not; and why 
u, had they not? Was it becauſe God had decreed to 
rec a give them nothing? No ſuch thing: They have not 
hel. becauſe they did not aſk, For if God had decreed 


ecret 


5 
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be to give them nothing, then they had not been to 
50 / blame; but they are charged with neglect in not 
per- aſking, and that is aſſigned the reaſon of their not 
27/4] | receiving. This is per teatly conſiſtent with what our 


js 7 Lord has fd; Aſſ, and it fhall be given ; ſeek, and ye 
hat. all fud; bn ak, aud it ſhall be opened. Well, but all 


mL | this aſking, knocking, ſeeking, is all loſt labour, if 
'9 be there be any ſuch decree as is mentioned above. 
„i. Por can all this praying, and aſking, and ſeeking, 


in « alter what is irreverſably decreed to be done? In- 


hieß deed this borders upon deiſm; for the deiſts argue, 
u. „Do we think that praying will make God change 
Jr mis mind.” Now, if we believe the Bible, we muſt. 
#2 aſk God to give us the bleſſings we ſtand in need of, 
and cannot warrantably expect 1 to receive without aſk- 


ZN ing. The ſame holds good with regard to famil 


fixt þ prayer. I aſk eternal life for my wife, children, or 
h MM: 

en friends. How vain is all my labour? For if God 
the has decreed to give them eternal life, they ſhall have 
uſt it in the way, time, place, and manner it is decreed 
4 be for them, whether 1 pray or no; and if God has 
_ not decreed to give it unto them, All my praying « can 


he -þ never change the decree, | 
+" 3 I find 


a 


2 * «a 
* 


is entirely in vain.— See that pert young man, he 


rades, and ſhouts out amain, 


| think, 


faith; but, alas, this is all in vain, 


tones, or clods, or rotten eggs; why what a fool 
was I to expoſe myſelf on any ſuch account; if they 
are decreed to be ſaved, they ſhall be ſaved; or oſt, | 


quired a pretty good ſtock of aſſurance, he looks out 


bargain is ſtruck, 
now we have our pert youngſter a Reverend Sir 8 


as take the poor people's money for watching over 
their ſouls, when ali from firſt to laſt was ſettled by 
an unalterable decree. 


that if ſuch decree, is gone forth, you are ſupporting 
an idle man in vain ? 


"fixed: 1 ſay he is an ignorant, lazy drone, who is 
= picking his poor peaple's pockeis ; but, 
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I find a love to poor eilt ünmers in ſome 
town. or village, and I go to perſuade them to be re- 
conciled to God; many of them uſe me ill, not only 
with reviling language, but even with ſticks or 


they ſhall be loſt; ſo that my ſuffering and preaching | 


has juſt left his loom or his plough, and he is going | 
to hammer at a bit of Latin; hy and by, he becomes 
a mighty ſmatterer ; with his little ſenſe, little grace, : 
and next to no learning, he barangues famouſly | 
about a decree and a covenant, and puffs and pa- 
„ Oh the ſweetneſs * 
of God's electing love.” Having by this time ac- 
for a ſhop, 


that is, in the quaint phraſe, he waits ö 
for a call; 


by and by the deſired object appears, the 
and the ſtipend is ſettled, and 


Well, but what is he to do? Why, we ſhould! 
call ſfners to repentance, and comfort 
mourners, and eſtabliſh. believers, and help their 
T his Reverend 
Sir might as well have ſtayed at his loom or plough, 


Such is the conſiſtency of predeſtinarian reatherk. 
Poor ſimple fouls, who are thus led, do not you fee 


What end is preaching to 
anſwer? Let him lecture with ever ſuch ſtate and 
aſſurance, if the time, the place, the manner be all 
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* [t is 4 to obſer ve, that the above entirely refers to 5 pb 
deſtinarlans ot the ditlenting party; whatever may be ſaid of them, 
. | it 


Was Upcreed that ! it ſhould be ſo * 


ST 38 F. 
| fomeF.- y. It makes promiſes and threatenings uſeleſs. 
be re- apprehend promiſes are intended to encourage the 
ot only faint-hearted; and ſuch as are ready to be diſcouraged 
ks or in their way; and the Lord who has made them, no 
a fool, doubt, deſigns to fulfill the fame. They are not 
if they mere baubles, but the firm and never-failing words 
Tr loſt, of God. Yet they are conditional, I know no 
aching } promiſe made to us, in the way of experience, but 
an, he there is a condition either expreſſed or implied. The 
going only promiſes which can in any meaſure be ſaid to 
comes pe unconditional, are ſuch as reſpe& Chriſt's com- 
grace, ing into the world, the pouring of the ſpirit, or the 
noully | preaching of the goſpel ; but as for ſuch as reſpect. 
id pa- the forgiveneſs of ſins, conſolation, ſanctiſication, or 
etneſs oJorification, they are all conditional, and as ſuch, 
ne ac- are intended to encourage all who are travelling to 
ks out Mount Zion. %%%%ͤ;ͥ ˙öʃſj 1 
Waits - So with regard to the threatenings ; they are in- 
8, the tended to warn the unruly, and put a check upon tlie 
5 and diſobedient, ſo that no ſinner may ruſh upon his own 
d Sir! damnation, without being duly appriſed of the ſame; 
ſhould and why is he appriſed ? barely to torment him be- 
-mfort !! fore the time. No, verily ; but like the citizen's 


* 
1 
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their hearing the ſound of the trumpet, that he may take 


verend 


the warning and eſcape the danger. But if there is 


lough, an irrevocable decree, if all things are fo ordered and 
er fed from eternity, then are the threatenings mere 
led by ſcarcrows, they can anſwer no valuable end at all, 
and might as well be given to ſtocks and ſtones as to 
chers. human beings, if they have no power to take the 
vu lee F awful warning, And does not this make the word 
orting of God of none effect? Certainly ; if promiſes have 
ng to ß „„ VV 
te and it muſt be acknowledged, they act a far more honeſt and ingenuous 
be all part than the predeſtinarians, who are miniſters of the eſtabliſned 
wh o is} church. As difſenting miniſters are maintained by the voluntary 
contributions of their hearers, their hearers are at liberty to with- 
PS, It , draw their aſſiſtance; but then miniſters who obtain pariſhes, and 
EET leureſhips, -&c, yet being predeſtinarians, are preying upon the 
V. It emoluments of the church, and are real diſſenters within her own 
1 pre walls. But, perhaps, a half ſheet may take a little farther notice 
kur kn: of, them 'ſhortly, F . ff | 
df them, | | B 2 
| 11 * no, 
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' - warning, what empty bombaſt does it make of the 


an) 
no power to allure and encourage, that is, if -the | 
human race are not to be moved -by: them, and it 
their power of obeying is -wholly taken from them, | 
it is in vain for God to call out, How long, ye-/imple © 
ones, 4will ye love ſimplicity! Turn qe at my reproof. | 
*Unto you, O men, 4 calt; and my voice is unto the fons | 
e men, It is in vain for him to ſay, Come, let us 
reaſon together; though your ſims be red as ſcarlet, they 
ſhall be white as wool ;- and though they be like e ue. 1 
they ſhall be as ſnow, Come, let us reaſon together! 
Reaſon ! with what? brutes, nay ſtocks and ſtones ; © 
how abſurd. Would a wiſe man make ſuch a pro- 
poſal ? How does this inconſiſtent ſcheme reflect 
upon the infinitely wiſe and gracious God? Shall 
vain man throw ſuch an odium. upon his Maker? 
God forbid !. But ſuch an odium does this decree © 
throw upon unerring wiſdom, and all the. quibbles 
in the world cannot clear it of the ſame. Again, 
let God ſpeak like thunder, the wicked ſhall be 
turned into hell, and all the people that forget 
God;” yet if the ſinner is incapable. of taking the 


** 
. 
3 IIS 2 


E n 1 N 
FFP 


awful threatening! But let God be true, and every 
man a lyar who can caſt ſuch vile · reflections upon 
is righteous proceedings + 
VI. It is contrary to every attribute in the Deity. 
Nov his juſtice is the ſevereſt attribute of the bleſſed 
God; that is manifeſt when its ſword waked againſt 7 
the man who was his fellow; when the great Medi- 
ator bled for human crimes. Yet even this attribute 
muſt be conſiſtent ' with mercy and goodneſs; nay, 
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the very term itielf implies there is. no wrong in it. 


But how can we clear the juſtice of God if he has 
ordained that man ſhall fin ; nay, is made for that 
very. end, and then to be damned for it? There is 
nothing equal to this in the whole compaſs of hiſto- 
ry. That which bears the neareſt reſemblance is 
the well-known inſtance ' of Tiberius; who, when 


5 1 determined to deſtroy a noble family root and 


branch, finding a young virgin which could not, by 
„ 8 „5 ĩ˙ ˙ OE TE) 9 8 * 


the Roman Jaws, be * deat, ordered the hang 


man to,raviſh the poor» innocent, young, helpleſs. 


creature, and then te ſtrangle her. Such à horrid 


picture do theſe-advocates draw upon the juſtice of 


the ſupreme Being.—And what ſhall we ſay of his 
love? Nay, hear "what David ſaid of it, viz, That 
he is loving to every man, and his tender mercies are over-. 


all bis works, Hear what the lip of truth himſelf 


hath ſaid, God ſo loved the world, that. he gaus his only. 
Begotten. Sm that whoſoever believeth in bin ſhould not: 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. God fo loved the. 
world, that is, fay they, the elect world. And what” 
proof do they bring for ſuch an interpretation? 


None; nay, that is a circumſtance which is often 


forgot ; but we-need go no farther than the text it- 
ſelf to confute that rugged interpretation, only let: 
the grammatical ſenſe of the words be attended un- 
to. Gal ſo loved the elect world, that whoſoever of the 
elect world belreveth in him feould not periſh, but have 
eternal life, Then what is to become of the elect: 

world which do not believe in him? According to 
this ſcheme, there are ſome of the elect world which 
will not believe in him, and ſo pr See what 
conſequences follow ſuch abſurdities. St. 7+bn ſays, 


Behold what manner of lade the Father > beſtowed . 


upon us, that we fhiuld be called the ſans of God. But 


the poor reprobates may argue, Bzhold what 


manner of hate and deſtruction the Father hath be- 
ſtowed upon us, that we ſhould thus by his decree 
be called reprobates, children of darkneſs, enemies 
to God, ſtrangers. to the common- Wealth. of. ael, 
and enemies to the eroſs of Chriſt.” 
And what can we ſay, upon ſuch principtes, for 
the pity of him whoſe bowels melt with tenderneſs:? 


Who are the objects of this pity.? Are not poor mi- 


ſerable objects who are plunged into a hopeleſs, 
helpleſs ſituation through the fall, and become of- 
tenders through- the original tranſereflion ? The 
doctrine under conſideration, is fo far from repre- 
Sting any pity to ſuch unavoidable objects, that it 
0 | 3 | » reale 
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really repreſents God, of his own ſovereign goodwill 
and pleaſure, bringing them into the deplorable fitu- 
ation, and then leaving them to perith without re- 


medy, and takes a horxid pleaſure in their everlaſt- 


ing deſtruction. O, thou pitiful and compaſſionate. 
Lord God, what a picture of vindictive cruelty does 


this fad doctrine exhibit of thy tenderneſs and pity to 
poor finners ? Frey. RY 


And what plea is there for the goodneſs of God 
upon the ſame gloomy doctrine? I can fee none. 


Now goodneſs does not ſeem to be ſo much any one 
attribute as a bleſſed aſſemblage of them all put to- 


ether. It ſeems a collection of: all the glorious and 


blefſed qualities in the adorable-Deity,. ſhining out 
in countleſs rays on every ſide; an image of which 
is the ſun, which ſhines on the evil and the good; 


and the innumerable drops of rain, which fall on the 


juſt and the unjuſt, 


Some have aſked me, „ Did I not think that 
God might have juſtly paſſed me by, and left me 
Without his grace or help at all?“ I anſwered, no; 


T think he cou!d not have done any ſuch thing. 


That I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin conceived. 
J allow; its woeful effects I feel to this day; but 
then that was not my fault, I could not help it; and 
certain Jam, that God never demands the taking up 
of that which he never laid down, or reaping where 
he has not ſown. That I have times without num- 
ber rejected that grace which brings ſalvation to all, 
and abuſed it again and again, I do with ſhame and 


confuſion acknowledge; and that he might have 


taken away the abuſed talens; and from my fo fre- 


quently turning a deaf ear to his loving voice, have 


ſworn 1 ſhould not enter into his reſt, is a. truth 


which I feelingly confeſs ; but that he. could or 
would leave me a ſlave to everlaſting miſery on ac- 


count of my original depravity, I utterly deny. 


here ſhall we find the mercy of God, according 


to this mercileſs doctrine? It is ſaid that mercy is 


his darling attribute, and that judgment is his ſtrange 


work, 


CES); 


u. work. But according to this ſcheme, we muſt re- 
e. verſe this ſentence, and ſay that judgment, or rather 
*Z everlaſting deſtruction, is his darling attribute; and 
te, that mercy is his ſtrange work. It is faid that his 
es tender mercies are over:al his works. This muſt 
to mean over ſuch as have ſinned; for ſuch as have not 


— 
1 


7 finned, do not ſtand in need of mercy : But this nar- 
od row limited doctrine, does not make his mercy ex- 
le. tend to a tenth part of his works. If I fee a multi- 
ne tude of poor wretches hanging over a dreadful fiery 
furnace, and can extend my help to them all as. 
d eeaſily as one, but will not, this ſpeaks but little for - 
ut | my mercy; and as little does this doctrine ſpeak for 


eh the unbounded mercy of God x. 

4 VII. It contradicts common ſenſe. There is 
ne ſomething of a light in the breaſt of every one, 

which the Author of our being has planted, Which 
t 1 we call the underſtanding. By this we are enabled 
ne to ſee things in common life which are conſiſtent, 
>; or inconliſtent; fo even in religious matters there 

may be aſſerted ſome things ſo ſhockingly inconſiſtent 
d, 3 as may affront even what we call common ſenſe, and. 
ur perhaps may be a ſtumbling block in the way of 
ag | many. Should the legiſlative power of England give 
up out laus or acts of parliament to be obeyed, and re- 


n IIt is not the deſign of this ſmall diſſertation to prove what is 
U, aſſerted at large, or anſwer the objections which have been made 
q 3 againſt God's being loving to every man, or to explain the ſoriptures 
1 f which they bring in to defend their tenets... No, my deſign is only. . 
ve do preſent the reader, who has no better way of knowing, with a. 
e- few of the principal features of Calviniſm, But I wiſh to recom- 
ve 8: mend John Goodwwin's Redemption Redeemed; or Mr, Sellon's Anſever _ 
th { re Coles, or his Arguments againſt General Redemption conſidered. Who 
lor what this Sellon is IL know not, except from his writings, hav- 
Or ing never to my knowledge-feen the gentleman in my life; but by 
FI his writings; I find that he is an honeſt, confiſtent miniſter of the 
+ eſtabliſhment; and that he is a ſenſible. man, and a ſcholar, one. 
_ who has well ſtudied the original ſcriptures, and the nature of the 
Ny | controverſy, Likewiſe: I beg leave to recommend, what entirely _ 
is | *fatisfied me on this head, Mr. Meſſey's Predeſtination Calmly Conſidered. 
ge Fhat, and his Sermon, on Free Grace, I with every reader duly to 
K conſider, 8 ET 
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{} wards promiſed to the obedient, and puniſhments MY . \ 
. "denounced to the diſobedient ; but at the ſame time, 
by ſome ſecret ſprings of management, ſhould ſo | 
order. it, that a certain number ſhould be conſtrained } 
to obey,.in ſome particular time; called a day of. 
power; and the remaining part ſhould. be under an 
unavoidable neceſſity of diſobeying, either by being. 
_ conſtrained to diſobedience, or or want of that abili- th: 
ty to obey, which the government could only give, are 
but it was denied them. Now muſt it not ſhock all an 
common ſenſe, and all degrees of truth and juſtice, _ th 
to find: theſe poor impotent wretches are brought to in 
the ſtake to be burnt alive, becauſe they could not if 
do impoſſibilities? And does not every one ſee the tr 
_ caſe. 1s parallel? When the great judge ſhall paſs the fi 
ſentence of condemnation at the laſt day, Go ye curſed .. o 
into everlaſting fire; why, what for?. Becauſe. I have 1 
decreed it ſhall. be ſo? No; 7 was hungry, but ye d 
gave me no meat; I was thir/ly, but ye gave me no drink. . | a 
We do not find them objecting any ſuch decree being i 
made againſt them; if there had, how could they i 
have been furniſhed with a better plea ? They might * 
have ſaid, Lord, thou knoweſt we could not re- t 
verſe thy decree, nor avoid our impending doom. « 
[ 
| 


Dideſt thou not ordain that we fhonld juſt do as 
we have done, ſeeing thou haſt fore-ordained from 
eternity whatſoever ſhould come to pals in time: ſo. 
that we have juſt fulfilled thy council, and done all 
thy pleaſure.” Here it ſeems pretty plain that ſuch a 
_ ſcheme muſt fill the priſoner's mouth with undeniable | 
arguments, while the judge has his mouth ſtopped. 
Ho horrid is the- very bare thought? Inſomuch as 
it ſhocks me to make the ſuppoſition; and yet it is 
no more than, what this uncouth ſyſtem inevitably. 
holds forth, it is the plain undeniable conſequence. 
Let them fhift it off that can, and if they cannot, let 
them renounce, ſo unſcriptural, ſo abſurd a ſcheme, 
which fathers ſuch broad blaſphemies upon the Fa- 
ther af mercies, and the God of truth. + 3 


"4 9 5 
its. f VIII. It has a tendency to lieentiouſneſs. It is 
e, well known that the human heart is deceitful, and 
ſo above all. things deſperately wieked; that it is prone 
ed to. every vice, and is glad to catch at any thing to 
of. keep itſelf in countenance. But ean any thing be 
an better calculated to cauſe a poor fallen creature to ſing 
8 to his luſts, and found a requiem to his, ſenſual ſoul, 
15 than a doctrine which inſorms him, that . all 275 
„are ordained from eternity ;”” and he muſt fit ſtill, 
and if he is a _choſen.veſſel, he will ſometime or ano- 
ther be called upon, and, if otherwiſe, all his ſtriv- 
ing, or ſeeking, will avail nothing at all. . Reſiles, 
if he feels propenſities to any ſenſual appetites, Ike. a . 
true free-thinker, he may ſay, What are theſe paſ- 
ſions or appetites for, but that I may gratify them? 
or, Why ſhould I endeavour to deny myſelf, feeing 
I cannot alter. what God has. decreed ?. I may eat, 
drink, dance, . ſing, ſwear, live in uncleanneſs, juſt 
as my inclinations lead me. To ftem the torrent is 
in vain, ſeeing it is fixt, unalterably fixt, nor is it 
in my power to reverſe the ſame, Nor do theſe - 
want inſtances in hiſtory of ſuch as have died under 
the groſſeſt deluſions, affirming, if they were de- 
ceived, it was God who had. deceived them. All 
the calls to repentance, all the invitations to Chriſt, 
all the exhortations to holineſs, ſelf-denial, and mor- 
tification, plainly imply a capacity to prevent them 
in the parties addreſſed, or their labour is abſurd; 
but abſolute predeſtination ſuppoſes no ſuch thing, 
any more than if the ſtones in the ſtreet were ex- 
horted to. ariſe and run, or the ſign-poſts were ex- 
horted to take up arms and defend the city... _ 4 
IX. It makes the God of all grace and goodneſs f 
worſe than the Devil. One of the names given to 
Satan is Appollyon, that is, a deſtroyer; but then he 
is not deſtroying his own work, he is ſeeking to de- 
ſtroy the works of God, whoſe daring.enemy he is, 
and thereby acts conſiſtently with himſelf; but this 
gloomy ſcheme repreſents God bringing innumerable - 
beings into exiſtence, not barely to deſtroy them, 


pf 


but to torment them for ever. Can any thing b 
greater blaſphemy ? but be what it will it is the naturaßhn 
. conſequence of all things being ordained from eterniſſf 

ty, which are to come to paſs in time. What a diſſn 
h 


of ſome of the popiſh maſſacres, I have been mucl 
ſhocked, and my very blood. has run chill; much 
more ſo, when I have read of ſome religious rites 
of the heathens ; their offering the captives, whiclſ 
nay, even their own children have been offered uff 
in the flames, I have found it raiſe an unſpeakabl# 
_ indignation againſt hoth them and their religion 


has made on purpoſe millions of rationals to fulfil his 


for juſt doing what he has ordained: them to do i 
Lord, how is thy name blaſphemed by doctrines 10 | 
_ contrary to thy goodneſs, pity and love? 


doctrine, then there is no ſuch thing as ſin in the 
world. Every thing is juſt going on as he would 
have it to be, all are acting in. the department of life 
which is appointed. Therefore, go on ye jolly 

drunkards, and jovial fong-ſingers ; proceed ye nu- 


breakers ; curſe on ye horrid blaſphemers and ſwarms 
of lyars ; ye murderers, plunderers, unclean profli- 


the great ends for which you were made. What 
avails all the noiſe the preacher makes about the 
wicked being turned into hell, and all the nations 
which forget God ? Let him cry out, till his face is 


ordained to turn, ye ſhall turn; if not, all his zeal 
will avail no more than a tinkling cymbel. 'There- 


he that is ſpeaking the truth, and he that is lying ; 
be that is labouring . and he that | is ſtealing 3 z 
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mal picture of the bleſſed God! When I have rea 


they have taken in war, facrifices to their devil-gods l 


And what idea muſt a perſon have of that Gad whd 


decree here, cenſuring and frowning for ever over 
them, while they are tormented with endleſs flames, 


X. Loftly, If the unconditional decree be a true 


merous tribes of profane ſwearers and ſabbath- 


gates, ye are all doing the will of God, anſwering 


black, Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways, it ye be 
fore, he that is praying, and he that is preaching ; 


he 
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e that is chaſte, and he that is impure; he that is 


1385 b ver- reaching, and he that deals honeftly ; he that 
uraſpngs the ſongs of Zion, and he that ſings the ſongs 
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world. 


f Satan; in a word, he that is converted, and he 


hat is unconverted; he that is a believer, and he 
hat is an unbeliever, are all doing the will of God, 
hick none can add to, and none can take from; 


Put all things are juſt in the ſtate and condition which 


od has appointed, and all are juſt doing what his 
ill is, and then there is no ſuch thing as ſin in the 


I ſhould now have finiſhed this ſmall affair, only 
torted upon the objectors v ith wery great propriety. 


Fir/t, Toaſt that Chriſt died for:every man, or, 
what is the very ſame thing, that all men may be 


ſaved if they will, is mere heatheniſm.— Anſwer, 


Whether it be heatheniſm or no, I am certain that 
abſolute predeſtination is, For it is well known that 
the Szorchs were a very extenſive ſect among the hea- 
thens, and it is equally known that they held an 
abſolute fatality,. that is abſolute. predeſtination. 
They even made Jupiter, their ſupreme deity, ſub- 


ject to the fates, and even that father of gods and 


men, as they termed him, could not reverſe what 
the fates had decreed to be done. 


two or three.objeciions which have ſometimes been 
„made againſt univerſal regemption, may juſtly be. re- 


Their fates deter- 


ined what kingdoms ſhould riſe, and what ſhould 
fall ; what heroes ſhould conquer, what ſhould be 


conquered, This dectrine runs throughout the 
poem of Homer called the Iliad; fo that he makes 
the fates determine the ends of his two chief heroes, 
Hector and Achilles; and though the” former was 


knocked down ſeveral times in the different engage- 
ments, and dangerouſly wounded, yet, as the fates 


trad decreed that he ſhould fall by the .hand of 
Achilles, he is reſcued from deſtruction by a deity, 


becauſe the time and manner of his death was not 


yet arrived. So that whether our aſſerting that all 


may be ſaved, if it is not their own fault, be we". 
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im, it is certain that unconditional predeſtination is 


bſolute decrees untrue. 


they who-ſtart that objection, are ignorant of the 


; ed from place to place? It ſeemed. as it that time 


and if that proves the untruth of it, then are their A 
-- + Secondly, That our doctrine is popery. This has ul 

AS frigtitful an aſpect as the other, and. perhaps more Me 
ſo, as many think there is leſs danger of their turning. 
heathens, than their turning papiſts. But be not 
frightened at nothing; perhaps the tables again may 
be turned upon the objectors. Whether Chriſt 
taſting death for every man be popery or no, I am |#* 
ſure abſolute predeſtination is; and it argues, that {W*< 


tenets of the papiſts. It is well known, that that 
large fraternity among the papiſts call'd Dominicans, 
were all rigid predeſtinarians, as well as thoſe called |" 
Janſeniſis; and l very much query if Calvin himſelt W* 
did not ſpring from the. ee et and when he WF 
came from the church of Rome, brought«that branch 
of popery along with him, by which means the leven I 
ſpread among many of the proteſtants. It would f 
ſhock any mind which is not quite intoxicated. with 
the abſolute decrees, to read what ſome- writers of the 
above-mentioned claſſes have faid concerning God, 
_ fore-ordaining fin, and miſery, and how much he is 
_ Pleaſed with the ſame, nay how he is glor:fied there- 
by, more than by holineſs by far. From hence it is 
very evident, that abſolute predeſtination is down- 
right i Þ bins + ig PO 
Again, the Mahometans are rigid predeſtinarians, 
 a:doctrine- which.ſuits that cruel diſpoſition which 
_ they are ſo remarkable for; the ſame leven which 
ſpreads among the predeſtinaxians among thoſe which 
are called Chriſtians. . The ſame vindictive, . ſour 
ſpirit we find in Caluin; witneſs his conduct towards 
Servetus, by - whoſe means he was burned to death. 
The fame ſavage turn we fee in Knzx, Let any one 
read the proceedings: of. the infamous ſynod of Dort. 
Could any popiſh tribunal be more boiſterous or ar- 
bitrary? How were the poor remonſtrants dragoon- 


| WAS ; 


s has Nublic or private. Let any one read the book called 
more he Cloud of Witneſſes. Did they die like true mar- 
rnin>Myrs, calling for mercy upon their perſecutors ? No; 
no; Mhe book is full of very dreadful execrations and hor- 


ible anathemas, pronounced with their dying breath. 


ma 

uri Does the ſpirit of Jeſus breathe out threatening and 
I am laughter in ſucha manner, ſo as to bind eternal ven- 
that Weeance upon any one? Let any one.conſult the ſpirit 
the of the Seceders and Sandamonians, . and they will ſee 
that the ſame genuine mahometan ſpirit, and is as con- 
cans, Itrary to that doctrine which ſays, Let all bitter- 


alled Wneſs, and malice, and anger be put away from you,” 


nſelf Mas darkneſs from light. Certain it is, that love 


1 he {Wworketh no ill to any one; nay, it thinketh no evil; 


inch Hit is the end of the commandment out of a pure 
ven heart. Reader, weigh theſe things attentively z con- 


ulld ſult the ſcriptures, comparing ſcripture with ſcripture ; 


the Character is LOVE: 


vith and conſider the nature of that Deity, whoſe eſſential 
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\n is ras come, that no man ſhould buy or ſell which had It 1 17 
their Hot the mark of the beaſt of; predeſtination either in 
is forehead, or in his right hand; that is, either 
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